
27th September 2020- HARVEST - John 6:25- 35  

Now this may well be a different bible reading to what is happening in church today but no matter. 

The practice of Harvest is historically a pagan festival, with Saxon villages offering the first grain sheaves 
to their gods in thanks for the coming crops and produce. Various communities celebrate harvest at 
various times of the year, depending on their climate and produce. At its essence harvest is a pause for 
thankful reflection to a higher power that brought the rains, kept off the frost and allowed the crops to 
grow. It is also mentioned in the Bible… 

The tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches began in 1843, when the Reverend Robert 

Hawker invited parishioners to a special thanksgiving service at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. 

Victorian hymns such as "We plough the fields and scatter", "Come ye thankful people, come" and "All 

things bright and beautiful" helped popularize his idea of Harvest Festival and spread the annual custom 

of decorating churches with home-grown produce for the Harvest Festival service. 

 What is your favourite type or brand of bread- how many different types have you eaten do you 

think? Different types in different countries….  

25 When they found him back across the sea, they said, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”26 Jesus 

answered, “You’ve come looking for me not because you saw God in my actions but because I fed you, 

filled your stomachs—and for free. The Bread of Life 27 “Don’t waste your energy striving for perishable 

food like that. Work for the food that sticks with you, food that nourishes your lasting life, food the Son 

of Man provides. He and what he does are guaranteed by God the Father to last.”28 To that they said, 

“Well, what do we do then to get in on God’s works?”29 Jesus said, “Throw your lot in with the One 

that God has sent. That kind of a commitment gets you in on God’s works.”30-31 They waffled: “Why 

don’t you give us a clue about who you are, just a hint of what’s going on? When we see what’s up, 

we’ll commit ourselves. Show us what you can do. Moses fed our ancestors with bread in the desert. It 

says so in the Scriptures: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”32-33 Jesus responded, “The real 

significance of that Scripture is not that Moses gave you bread from heaven but that my Father is right 

now offering you bread from heaven, the real bread. The Bread of God came down out of heaven and is 

giving life to the world.”34 They jumped at that: “Master, give us this bread, now and forever!” 35-38 

Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life. The person who aligns with me hungers no more and thirsts no 

more, ever. I have told you this explicitly because even though you have seen me in action, you don’t 

really believe me. Every person the Father gives me eventually comes running to me. And once that 

person is with me, I hold on and don’t let go. I came down from heaven not to follow my own whim but 

to accomplish the will of the One who sent me. 

 Why does Jesus choose bread as an example of who He is? 

 What is different about Jesus compared to earthly bread? 

 What does bread do that Jesus also does? 

 What does Jesus give us that these breads (just eaten) can't? 

 Why does Jesus say in verse 35 that those who come to me will never go hungry or thirsty? 

Have a look at these 2 pieces: https://youtu.be/5umSmru3RCg 
                                                      https://youtu.be/tD-TlL9w85Y 
 
Do they help explain it a bit? 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/5umSmru3RCg
https://youtu.be/tD-TlL9w85Y


This is about fish- bread & fish seem to be mentioned a lot in the Bible! This is another miracle  

Take a look at this piece from the Miracle Maker- https://youtu.be/pU-lkZVsCbA 

I like this version: https://youtu.be/lzk6yKsiQ28 

 How does Jesus demonstrate his power and authority? 

 How was it amazing to the fisherman? 

 What was significant about the size of the catch? 

 What does this show us about the character and generosity of God? 

 What does this tell us about the power Jesus has over the harvest? 

Here’s Douglas! https://youtu.be/cFW4dmcfhC4 

OK – 2 more passages to read and think about:  

Deuteronomy 26:1-11: -When you arrive in the land and have CONQUERED it and are living there, you 

must PRESENT TO THE LORD at his sanctuary the first sample from each annual harvest. Bring it in a 

basket and hand it to the priest on duty and say to him, “This is my GIFT to acknowledge that the Lord 

our God has brought me to the land that He promised our ancestors". The Priest will then TAKE THE 

BASKET from your hand and place it in front of the altar. You shall then say before the Lord, “My 

fathers were Arameans who went to Egypt for REFUGE. They were few in number but in Egypt they 

became a great nation. The Egyptians MISTREATED us and we CRIED to the Lord our God. He heard us 

and saw our TOIL, and brought us out of Egypt with mighty miracles and a POWERFUL hand. He did 

great and awesome MIRACLES before the Egyptians and has bought us into this land, flowing with milk 

and honey. And NOW, SEE, I have given you a token of the first crops of the ground that you have given 

me. “Then PLACE the samples before your Lord and WORSHIP Him.  Afterwards go and FEAST on the 

good things He has given you. CELEBRATE with your family and with any Levites or migrants among 

you. 

 Why did God want the Jews to celebrate the harvest? 

 What were they remembering and giving thanks for as well as the food God had provided for 

them? 

 When we celebrate harvest festival today most of us haven't been involved in growing the 

crops that we are thanking God for. So what else can we thank God for at harvest? 

Leviticus 19:9-10: -When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field 

or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the 

grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God. 

 When harvesting your fields, what specific thing did God tell people not to do? 

 What else were farmers asked to leave? 

 Why did God make this rule – who was it for? 

 How can we be generous to other people at harvest? 

Harvest is a time of thanksgiving for God's provision. It is clear that it wasn't only about the food but 

about God's power and faithfulness. We should be grateful for God's generosity to us in all areas of our 

life. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pU-lkZVsCbA
https://youtu.be/lzk6yKsiQ28
https://youtu.be/cFW4dmcfhC4


JUST A BIT OF RELAXATION NOW   

 

If you haven’t heard of this amazing charity- have a look at their website-  

http://www.trusselltrust.org/ 

 

 Bible Dingbats! ---- https://biblepuzzles.com/dingbats.php 

 Crossword puzzle involving bread & fish- https://biblepuzzles.com/crossword.php?xw=21 

 Miracles!- https://www.christianbiblereference.org/cgi-bin/web_quiz1.pl?miracles.txt&0 

The next couple of pages can be printed off and filled in if you want  

 

http://www.trusselltrust.org/
https://biblepuzzles.com/dingbats.php
https://biblepuzzles.com/crossword.php?xw=21
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/cgi-bin/web_quiz1.pl?miracles.txt&0


 
 

DOT TO DOT FOR ANY YOUNGER ONES TO HAVE A GO AT OR ANY OLDER ONES IF YOU FANCY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


