
20th September 2020- Help from the Holy Spirit 

There are several very short readings for today all looking at the same theme so here they are: 

Joel 2:28-32-And that’s just the beginning: After that—“I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of 

people: Your sons will prophesy, also your daughters. Your old men will dream, your young men will 

see visions. I’ll even pour out my Spirit on the servants, men and women both. I’ll set wonders in the 

sky above and signs on the earth below: Blood and fire and billowing smoke, the sun turning black 

and the moon blood-red, before the Judgment Day of God, the Day tremendous and awesome. 

Whoever calls, ‘Help, God!’ gets help. On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be a great rescue—

just as God said. Included in the survivors are those that God calls.” 

John 14:16-26- 15-17 “If you love me, show it by doing what I’ve told you. I will talk to the Father, and 

he’ll provide you another Friend so that you will always have someone with you. This Friend is the 

Spirit of Truth. The godless world can’t take him in because it doesn’t have eyes to see him, doesn’t 

know what to look for. But you know him already because he has been staying with you, and will even 

be in you! 18-20 “I will not leave you orphaned. I’m coming back. In just a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you’re going to see me because I am alive and you’re about to come alive. At that 

moment you will know absolutely that I’m in my Father, and you’re in me, and I’m in you. 21 “The 

person who knows my commandments and keeps them, that’s who loves me. And the person who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and make myself plain to him.” 22 Judas (not 

Iscariot) said, “Master, why is it that you are about to make yourself plain to us but not to the world?” 

23-24 “Because a loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will carefully 

keep my word and my Father will love him—we’ll move right into the neighbourhood! Not loving me 

means not keeping my words. The message you are hearing isn’t mine. It’s the message of the Father 

who sent me. 25-27 “I’m telling you these things while I’m still living with you. The Friend, the Holy 

Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make everything plain to you. He will remind 

you of all the things I have told you. I’m leaving you well and whole. That’s my parting gift to you. 

Peace. I don’t leave you the way you’re used to being left—feeling abandoned, bereft. So don’t be 

upset. Don’t be distraught. 

John 15:26 - When the Friend I plan to send you from the Father comes—the Spirit of Truth issuing 

from the Father—he will confirm everything about me. You, too, from your side must give your 

confirming evidence, since you are in this with me from the start.” 

John 16:6-8 & 13-14 - The Friend Will Come 4-7 “I didn’t tell you this earlier because I was with you 

every day. But now I am on my way to the One who sent me. Not one of you has asked, ‘Where are 

you going?’ Instead, the longer I’ve talked, the sadder you’ve become. So let me say it again, this 

truth: It’s better for you that I leave. If I don’t leave, the Friend won’t come. But if I go, I’ll send him 

to you. 8-11 “When he comes, he’ll expose the error of the godless world’s view of sin, righteousness, 

and judgment: He’ll show them that their refusal to believe in me is their basic sin; that righteousness 

comes from above, where I am with the Father, out of their sight and control; that judgment takes 

place as the ruler of this godless world is brought to trial and convicted. 12-15 “I still have many 

things to tell you, but you can’t handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the 

Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is. He won’t draw attention 

to himself, but will make sense out of what is about to happen and, indeed, out of all that I have done 

and said. He will honour me; he will take from me and deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is 

also mine. That is why I’ve said, ‘He takes from me and delivers to you.’ 

 



This is a quick overview of Joel (the first reading). https://youtu.be/zQLazbgz90c 

One of the ways in which God comforts us is by making promises that He will keep. 

Can you think of promises that people have made to you? Were they kept or broken? 

Jesus makes five promises to His followers to comfort them when they are worried about Him 

leaving. Can you find 4 of them in the John readings at all? Write them here if you have printed this 

off: 

 

OK – so have a look at the following from the film Ghostbusters:- https://youtu.be/vKbg7CfG7i4 

 What has the theme song to the series ‘Ghostbusters’ got to do with the Holy Spirit? 

 What is the Holy Spirit? 

 What does He look like? 

 Is the Holy Spirit a ghost? 

 What does the Holy Spirit do? 

 Is the Holy Spirit a scary or a friendly image/thought? 

The Holy Spirit is very much a part of people’s lives today.  God left the Holy Spirit for His people after 

Jesus died and returned to Heaven.   

Have a look at the John 14 reading above & look at verses 16-17 specifically: 

 What does this passage from the Bible tell us about the Holy Spirit? 

 Where will the Holy Spirit be? 

 How does this make you feel? 

Have a look at verses 25-27 again: 

The friends of Jesus must have been comforted by these words, that they would have a new helper, 

someone who would be so close to them and who would continue to teach them truth as well as 

reminding them of all the things Jesus had taught them. They still didn’t really understand about 

Jesus going away, they weren’t anticipating the crucifixion, but they accepted His promise of the Holy 

Spirit and over the next few days when they saw Jesus arrested and killed they must have thought 

about this promise wondering when it would happen. Just before Jesus went back to heaven He told 

his friends to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came. They obeyed His instructions and then they 

had the most amazing experience: - Which part of the church year is this do you think?    

 P--- --- ---- --- --- --- ---- ---- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/zQLazbgz90c
https://youtu.be/vKbg7CfG7i4


 

These pictures are symbols of the Holy Spirit that help us understand what work the Holy Spirit 

does. What do you think they teach us? Where are they mentioned in the Bible? 

 WIND                        FIRE  

 WATER                        DOVE you 

know a couple of stories that mention a dove! 

OIL- do you know of any stories in the bible where this is mentioned? 

FINALLY- do have a look the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative that is organised every year- loads about 

the Holy Spirit  

And RELAX! 

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/Crossword/cw_00-37.htm 

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/ws_ANewSpirit_0.htm 

If you want to then maybe you can end by listening to these worship songs: 

https://youtu.be/Us1I0fw7hKo 

https://youtu.be/6XOBBUu_23M 

The next few pages can be printed off if you want to complete or fill or colour in: 

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/Crossword/cw_00-37.htm
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/ws_ANewSpirit_0.htm
https://youtu.be/Us1I0fw7hKo
https://youtu.be/6XOBBUu_23M


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

THIS IS AMAZING TO PRINT OFF AS A SMALL POSTER 


