
Looking forward – Pressing on- 7.6.2020- Philippians ch 3 

And that’s about it, friends. Be glad in God! I don’t mind repeating what I have written in earlier letters, and 

I hope you don’t mind hearing it again. Better safe than sorry—so here goes.  Steer clear of the barking 

dogs, those religious busybodies, all bark and no bite. All they’re interested in is appearances—knife-happy 

circumcisers, I call them. The real believers are the ones the Spirit of God leads to work away at this 

ministry, filling the air with Christ’s praise as we do it. We couldn’t carry this off by our own efforts, and we 

know it—even though we can list what many might think are impressive credentials. You know my pedigree: 

a legitimate birth, circumcised on the eighth day; an Israelite from the elite tribe of Benjamin; a strict and 

devout adherent to God’s law; a fiery defender of the purity of my religion, even to the point of persecuting 

the church; a meticulous observer of everything set down in God’s law Book. 

The very credentials these people are waving around as something special, I’m tearing up and throwing out 

with the trash—along with everything else I used to take credit for. And why? Because of Christ. Yes, all the 

things I once thought were so important are gone from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing 

Christ Jesus as my Master, first-hand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant—dog 

dung. I’ve dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ and be embraced by him. I didn’t want 

some petty, inferior brand of righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could get the 

robust kind that comes from trusting Christ—God’s righteousness. 

I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a 

partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. If there was any way to get in on the 

resurrection from the dead, I wanted to do it. 

I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my way, reaching out for 

Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count 

myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. 

I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back. 

So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. If any of you have 

something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision—you’ll 

see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it. 

Stick with me, friends. Keep track of those you see running this same course, headed for this same goal. 

There are many out there taking other paths, choosing other goals, and trying to get you to go along with 

them. I’ve warned you of them many times; sadly, I’m having to do it again. All they want is easy street. 

They hate Christ’s Cross. But easy street is a dead-end street. Those who live there make their bellies their 

gods; belches are their praise; all they can think of is their appetites. 

But there’s far more to life for us. We’re citizens of high heaven! We’re waiting the arrival of the Savior, the 

Master, Jesus Christ, who will transform our earthy bodies into glorious bodies like his own. He’ll make us 

beautiful and whole with the same powerful skill by which he is putting everything as it should be, under 

and around him. 

Watch this short video that might help explain the reading a little bit- https://youtu.be/lCZpm5thWGg 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/lCZpm5thWGg


-What or who are you individually committed to? Who are you really good friends with? 

-Why are you committed to them? Why are you good friends? 

-How long have you been committed to them? How long have you been friends? 

What makes people break commitments? Why do people stop being committed to something and go on to 

something else? Why do people stop being friends and why do they go on to make other friends do you 

think? 

Philippians 3:12-14 

Paul made a commitment to God and spent the rest of his life serving Him. 

1) Paul says he is working on learning to be what Jesus wants him to be. What do you think he means 

by that?  

2) Do you think persevering means trying to keep believing in God, or does it mean letting God change 

you? How might God want us to change? 

3) What helped Paul to persevere with God? Where did he focus his attention? 

4) When we make a commitment to God, we are also making a commitment to live in a way that 

pleases Him. What do you think you might need to change in the way that you live so that you can 

be more like Jesus? 

5) Is it worth persevering with Christianity? Why? 

6) What can you persevere with? 

Christianity is a continuing commitment that carries on, it is a decision to make and a battle to fight every day! 

-If you want to, then ask your parents to print off this certificate and stick it on your bedroom wall or a notice 

board may be? 

710CL14Certificate.pdf
 

For you older ones  

Have a go at these questions: you will need to read Philippians 3 & 4!! Yes the whole lot ;)  Write your answers 

underneath each question: 

 How often do words like joy, joyful, rejoice, enjoy, glad, appear in Philippians chapters 3 and 4? 
 

 Why do Christian teachers teach the same things repeatedly? (Philippians 3:1) 

 

 What happened to Paul when he was eight days old, and what is far more important than this? (Philippians 
3:2-5) 

 

 Where do Christians put their confidence? (Philippians 3:3-4) 
 

 What was Paul's mother tongue or first language? (Philippians 3:5) 
 

 What Jewish sect of lawyers did Paul belong to? (Philippians 3:5) 
 

 How well had Paul lived by the law of Moses, and how had he demonstrated his religious zeal before 
becoming a Christian? (Philippians 3:6) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Finally- for some fun- this is a cartoony type song but - https://youtu.be/hh0ixeNElF4 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hh0ixeNElF4


 

You will have already answered some of these so this should be quite easy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

THIS IS JUST EXTRA REALLY- NOT LINKED TO TODAY’S THEME!! Or is it?? (maybe…) 


