
Day Six: Wine 
Do any or all of the following 

Read: John 2: 1-11, Luke 5:37-8.  What sort of picture does John give of the new life of God’s 
kingdom, seen in Jesus’ miracle? How might the Luke verses give a perspective on what he did?  


Reflect: Isaiah 55:1 gives a picture of God’s coming kingdom where he freely gives abundance to 
his people.  Wine is included.  How do you respond to this picture? 


Think: A race that happens most years to bring Beaujolais Nouveau wine back to Paris on its first 
day.  There is an excitement about this wine, and its arrival.  It is a wine meant to be enjoyed by 
all, a wine to celebrate the grape harvest.  In Jewish culture, Pentecost was also a harvest festival. 


What is exciting about Pentecost for you? 

What is enjoyable for all about this festival? 
What could be?

What is the connection with harvest? 


If the apostles are mistaken for being drunk on 
the Day of Pentecost, what do you think they 
were doing? How else might they have been 
described? Presumably this refers to more than 
just speaking other languages... use your 
imagination! 


How could you be a vessel of celebration? 


If you were a wine glass or goblet, what sort 
would you choose to be? Why? Ask God to be 
the master craftsman who makes you into that 
glass or goblet.  


Come on in and taste the new wine  
The wine of the kingdom 
The wine of the kingdom of God  
Here is healing and forgiveness 
The wine of the kingdom 
The wine of the kingdom of God. (Graham Kendrick)

Pray: Get a wine glass from your cupboard. If you don’t have wine glasses, use a tumbler, or draw 
a glass on a piece of paper.  
Write the names of people you long to see tasting the new wine of God’s kingdom on some pieces 
of scrap paper.  Fold them up as you pray for them.  You could colour them red when they are 
folded up.  If you have red paper, you could use that. Now commit them to God and pray his 
blessing and abundance on their lives.
Have a glass of wine! 



Day Seven: Water
Do any or all of the following.

Think: What draws us to water? Think of rivers and lakes, hot tubs, swimming pools, waterfalls, 
the sea, bottled water as an accessory to our lives, showers and baths.  Are there any other forms 
of water we take pleasure in? Make a list.   
Are there any types of water we don’t like? Do they benefit our lives nevertheless? 
Water is vital.  Life depends on it.  Stop for a moment to recognise that. Thank God.

Read: John 7: 37-39
Jesus said this while attending a feast in Jerusalem. 
The context of the feast was a harvest festival, the harvest of grapes and olives at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. On its last day, when everyone was hoping for a sign that the coming year’s crops 
would receive enough rain, the priests in the temple would reenact Ezekiel 47 with water poured 
out from the altar. (You may find it helpful to read the whole of Ezekiel 47)  It is on this last day of 
this feast that Jesus promises the Holy Spirit at the time when the priests are pouring out this water 
from the altar. Imagine it!  He promises a thirst filled, a longing quenched, for ever.
What do you think is contained in the promise? Consider Ezekiel 47:9; 47: 10-11; 47:12. 

Reflect: Water was a precious commodity in Jerusalem.  There was an aqueduct which would 
overflow at rainy times and pour into storage cisterns ready for dry periods.  But it was fresh water 
from rivers and brooks which the Jewish people referred to as “living water”.  How do these 
pictures relate to our spiritual journeys?  Read Isaiah 44:3 and thank God for what Jesus brings.

Pray: Fill a jug with water. Get a glass.  
Tell God how thirsty you are. Are you in a dry time or already overflowing? Drink.  Drink as much 
water as you feel able.  Thank God that it is so easy for us to get fresh water. 
As you drink, pray for: 
LIFE - the bubbling spring of the Holy Spirit in you and others 
DIVERSITY - an overflow of gifts, to provision and serve the hungry or thirsty in our community
WHOLENESS - healing for individuals and nations



Day Eight: Oil
Do any or all of the following

In the Bible, olive oil is used for:  food / light / consecration / healing /as a lotion for skin and hair. 

Think: What words could you use to describe those activities? 
Oil in the Bible is often a visible metaphor for the invisible presence and action of the Holy Spirit. 
Can you use the same words you thought of above to describe the activity of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives? 
Read: Galatians 5:22-3; Ephesians 1:13-14.  How do these assurances help? 

Reflect: Oil could often be perfumed with fragrances such as myrrh.  Read Psalm 45:6-8, Song of 
Solomon 1:2-3. What sort of response do we see to the fragrant anointing oil? Is fragrance 
something you tend to associate with the Kingship of Jesus?  Why/why not? 
Put some oil (olive if you have it, perfumed even better - any kind) in a small dish or bowl.  Smell it.  
How can we enjoy the aroma of God’s presence each day? (They key word there is enjoy.)

Oil is still used as part of church healing rituals today.  (It also has some soothing or medicinal 
properties of its own.  Reflect on how olive oil would help if, for example, you had dry skin.)  The 
anointing with oil is not in itself the healing, but a sign of God’s presence through the Holy Spirit, 
and his power to heal. It is the same power that Jesus had.  He promises that power to his 
disciples as they go out in witness. (Acts 1:8)

Pray: Make a sign of the cross on any part of your hand as a sign to God that you would like to 
know his power in your life.  Repeat the sign as a prayer for each person you know who needs 
healing or empowering today.  James 5:14.  We may not be able to pray by laying hands on  
people at the moment but God will still hear and respond to our prayers. 

Psalm 133 speaks of the blessing of the anointing oil in connection with the unity of his followers.  
Psalm 23:5 thanks God that our heads are anointed with God’s fragrant blessing oil, in his 
abundant and generous love. 
Pray for unity among believers, especially during this time of social distancing.  Pray it for the 
church congregations in Bishops Waltham, in our nation and in the world. Picture a salad in which 
all the items impart a different flavour or texture, but the oil dressing connects them all, allows it to 
become a whole dish which is a delight to those who are served with it. 

Receive God’s generous love to you today. Place some oil on your forehead as a sign of it



Day Nine: a Dancer
Do any or all of the following.

Reflect: This is probably the picture with which we are least familiar.  How does the initial image 
strike you?  What sort of dance do you imagine is taking place?  The prevailing sense is one of 
JOY.  The dance this image refers to is one entered into by Father and Son, as well as Holy Spirit.  
It is a dance where the participants weave in and out in a circle, rather like a folk dance or a 
Scottish reel.  But to get a true picture, think of a Greek dance:
“If...you have ever been to a Greek wedding, you may have seen their distinctive way of 
dancing . . . called Perichoresis. There are not two dancers, but at least three. They start to go in 
circles, weaving in and out in this very beautiful pattern of motion. They start to go faster and 

faster,...staying in perfect rhythm 
and in sync with each other. 
Eventually, they are dancing so 
quickly (yet so effortlessly) that...it 
just becomes a blur. Their 
individual identities are part of a 
larger dance. The early church... 
looked at that dance and said, 
“That’s what the Trinity is like.”  
The word perichoresis is a Greek 
word.  The first part, peri-, has as 
its root the same idea as that of 

perimeter, the outer circle.  The root of the second part, -choresis, is where our word choreography 
comes from. Hence, dancing in a circle. 

Think: This dance is shared by the members of the Trinity. They have shared life together from 
eternity - from before the beginning of time. They live in unbroken unity, intimacy and creativity.
Spend a moment trying to get your head round this (stop before your brain hurts too much!).  
Thank God for the mystery and depths of his being.
In the Incarnation - when Jesus was born as a human and lived on earth - they reached down and 
widened their circle, in a desire to extend the dance to us. 
Read: Luke 2: 8-14.  Did you know that the original meaning of the word “carol” is not just “joyful 
song” but also “dance in a ring”?  Perhaps you could imagine the shepherds doing just that in 
response to the message they heard? (Perhaps it could give a new meaning to a Carol Service!) 

At the cross, when Jesus cried “It is finished” he was announcing that we can now be included in 
the dance.  The Holy Spirit confirms this. 
We are invited to join heaven’ dance.  The power of the Spirit calls us to it and helps us to 
participate; it is the same creative power present at creation, in Jesus conception and ministry and 
raising him from death. This power that makes us new creations is also the power calling us to 
participate in God’s continuing dance. Join the dance! 

Respond  
Have a dance! Put some music on  - whatever you like - do it in the full knowledge that God is 
dancing with you and in you. 
Weave a circle from three strands of string, wool, raffia - whatever you have.  Put a picture of 
yourself or something with your name in the centre to remind you that you are part of the dance. 
Download and print a three stranded Celtic circle symbol. (Many versions online, eg https://
www.pngitem.com/middle/TTTimT_free-clip-art-3-plait-border-circle-celtic/). 
Colour the three unbroken  strands.
Pray for those you long to see dancing in this community of love, joy and creativity as you colour. 

https://www.pngitem.com/middle/TTTimT_free-clip-art-3-plait-border-circle-celtic/
https://www.pngitem.com/middle/TTTimT_free-clip-art-3-plait-border-circle-celtic/


Day Ten: Gift and Gift-giver
Do any or all of the following.

Think: How do you choose a gift for someone you love? What makes you choose it? Think back to 
some recent examples. How, when and why does God give gifts to people? 

Reflect on gifts in the story of the Bible.  Think about the Israelites’ journey through the wilderness, 
Hezekiah’s rescue from Sennacherib, the gift of Jesus.  (You might come up with other examples.) 
What makes the Holy Spirit a gift? 
How is the Holy Spirit a giver of gifts? 
One of the first gifts given on the day of Pentecost was that those in the streets could hear the 
good news in their own language. (Acts 2:6). It was a gift of communication, blessing many.
As Peter preaches on that day, he refers to the Holy Spirit as “the gift”.  (Acts 2:38-9).  This is a far 
reaching gift.  We are some of the people down the ages who have received this promise! 

Consider: We have probably all read the Bible’s lists of spiritual gifts, and wondered how, or 
whether we are included in this giving.  The good news is that we are indeed all included, and God 
will show us how, if we ask. Read 1 Corinthians 12: 11

Think: Have you ever asked?
What do we feel if we give a generous gift and there is no thanks for it? Have you ever had this 
experience?  Have you ever given a gift that has not been used or enjoyed? Have you ever had a 
gift rejected?  What was that experience like? 
Does any of the above ever apply to us as recipients of the gift of the Holy Spirit?

Pray: If you have a gift bag for or from a present in your house, find 
it.  You could also use a box wrapped in wrapping paper or a page 
from a magazine.    Make a list of any gifts you have received by the 
generosity of God’s Holy Spirit. Read Ephesians 4: 4-13.  Cut the 
list up into individual thank yous.  Put the pieces of paper into the 
bag or box one by one, saying “Thank you, Lord” for each.  Tie a 
bow on it. 

Pray the words of the ancient hymn below.  It is specifically used at 
ordination services, but we are all ordained into God’s service to 
use the gifts he gives. (“Come and be his “living stones” who are 
continually being assembled into a sanctuary for God. For now you 
serve as holy priests, offering up spiritual sacrifices that he readily 
accepts through Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5, PT)

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 
and lighten with celestial fire; 
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

Thy blessed unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our mortal sight. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but one; 
that through the ages all along 
this may be our endless song: 

Praise to thine eternal merit, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pray for someone you know who needs a gift from the Holy Spirit.  Make a gift tag and write their 
name on it.  Hang it somewhere so that it will remind you that God will be faithful to answer.  



Day Eleven: Fruit-bearer
Do any or all of the following

What sort of fruit do you like? 
Read: Psalm 1 and Revelation 22:1-2
There is a tree in God’s new creation which is bearing fruit every month.  Do you picture this as a 
different type of fruit each month, or the same fruit? (Remember it is one tree... but “...with God all 
things are possible.”! Matthew 19:26)
Galatians 5:23-4 says the Holy Spirit is the bearer of fruit in us. 
What does this mean for us and our lives? 

Read the poem below: 

Psalm 1 

It's more than just “follow the rules”.

It's about feeding, drinking, searching out the source of all life.

You can sit back in your chair

be cynical

tear down

negate the good

walk with the untrustworthy

follow the hard-hearted

applaud the compassionless

stand with the immoral

with the deniers of justice 

with people who dismiss God's way

but in the end you have to make a stand.


His is the only rooted way.

It's the way of deep hope

the way of the beginning

the way of heaven

and the way of Eden

the way of the garden and the river

the way of abiding and rejoicing with all creation

the way of wonder 

at the miracle of life

in all its fullness.


Month by month by month

there is always fruit on this tree.  


Impossible 

is not a word 

in God’s vocabulary.


Take time to abide and rejoice in your roots in Christ today.  
Feed and drink from the source of life. 
Celebrate all the images of the Holy Spirit that we 
have explored.  
How can you go deeper? 

The east window of the north chapel of St Peter's Church, Firle, 
East Sussex. It was produced by David Wasley in 1985 to designs
 by John Piper, and depicts the Tree of Life.


